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The importance of Music
in our Society

Art and music are part of basic human

functions. As humans, we always strive to make or
create things in any way, be it little or small. Also
as humans, we always strive to create sound or
become involved with sound in any way. People
have always found worth in music for its
enjoyment in playing, creating, listening,
emotional worth and challenge that it poses to all
involved. The worth that music, classical art music
in particular, has is immense for our society by
what was just stated, whether it is known explicitly
or not. As a musician and artist, it is their
responsibility that others can enjoy the art for
which they have utter passion as much as they can.

In our country, art music is not a huge part of

peopleOs lives. There are still certain stigmas that
contribute to that as well as the priorities of our

government. Many people still believe that
classical art music is for the rich, older and the

educated. Even more, the pretentiousness and
elitism that some artists contain is amplibed by

television shows, commercials, plays, books, by
people of inBuence and even themselves, which
distances musicians from society. While some of
this is true, as with nearly any stereotype, it is not

entirely true. With the impression that art music

has on society, the majority decide that art music

is not for them simply because they believe it has
no relevance or worth to themselves. This is
further compounded by our governmentOs lack of
interest in promoting and supporting the arts,

whether it be to fund arts organizations or arts

education. People need to believe that everyone
can bnd worth and enjoyment in classical art
music.



The most common way
one involves their self
with music is by listening
or attending a concert.
This is an experience
that people can and do
enjoy. It is also of worth
because a concert venue
creates an  alternate
unique experience one
cannot bnd any place
else. Where else can one
sit with other people and
listen and enjoy music in
silence so that there are
no distractions besides
the music itself? There
are so many things in
music to which one can
listen and bring their
attention. It is not also
enjoyable but it
stimulates and tickles the
mind. One can call their
attention to the melodies
or themes, the harmony,
the driving or relaxed
rhythms, the color of the
sounds, the activity of a
piece, how the sounds
are produced and how
they all relate to each
other while trying to
bgure out how the
composer contrived the
piece. Classical art music
is the music that is not
only pleasing to the ears
and mind but also
nurturing for the soul. It
has been long said that
music has emotional
worth.  Music  alects

one's mood as it contains
many characters of
varying degree. Music in
most cases makes people
feel good and calm as
well as other various
emotional responses. It
is the emotional
response that draws
most people to
experience music. With
classical art music the
listener has an array of
options on how to
experience the music.

Society at large can also
experience music as an
amateur musician and
through that they can
gain worth from music in

another way. As an
amateur musician music
is usually experienced as
a hobby. People play in
community  ensembles
(orchestra, band, choir),
take lessons, play with
each other or their self,
compose, and nearly
anything else a musician
may do, while
maintaining their regular

lives. In general, to an
amateur musician, music
has worth to them
through enjoyment and

through the thrill of

playing or creating music

and not having to
commit their entire life

to it. It is an important

part of their lives and

blls a need or an urge to
create music. Music can
be an escape or a stress
reliever as it can be for
anyone.

Through all levels of
education music has
immense worth. Students
learn many important
and necessary values for
life as a whole as music
challenges the mind.
Learning to read music is
learning a dilerent
language with abstract
sonic meaning. One not
only has to comprehend
and decipher unique
symbols on paper, they
have to know how to
execute them and
execute them well. Those
learning music also have
to learn what sounds
good and develop a
critical ear. With a critical
ear, one will know how to
rehearse,

criticize

practice,
analyze and
music performance. Also,

performing music
encompasses playing
with others as well as
alone which both

necessitates certain
skills. Also one can also
learn tremendously from
studying/analyzing

music, composing,
reading about music,
understanding the

history of music and its



association with
historical and current
trends, and knowing
what to listen for in
music. With all this,
students of music,
whether it be at the
middle
school, high school, or
collegiate level as well as

elementary,

self study, learn how to
self discipline themselves
through study and
practice, technical motor
skills, expression
through sound, problem
solve, cooperate and
collaborate with others,
ignite the creative mind,
develop a critical mind
that understands quality
of taste, and most
importantly understand
that music has this to
oler as well as a lot
more. Anyone who is
educated in music learns

some or all of these skills
whether they know it or
not. People who do not
make a career in music
but have studied it will
take these skills and
apply it elsewhere. Music
is the only discipline in
which this obtainment of
varied skills is possible.

It is a tragedy that in our
society the arts and
music are looked upon
as an extra discipline
that it is not essential to
the function of our
society and culture. It is
usually regarded as a
"fun” thing to do when
one is not working and
most do not realize that
one can experience and
learn a tremendous
amount. It is up to us as
artists and advocates to
have people realize the

importance of our
discipline. With our
society continually
becoming more
materialistic, superpcial,
quick to judge and
without people regarding
its importance, it is
possible that no one will
be listening, no one will
be watching, no one will
be experiencing our art.
People need to be shown
the importance of our art
and its worth to them,
especially those in power
of inBuencing society. If
it is shown to society the
worth of music and the
arts and if our
government's focus is
not on  unnecessary
foreign ventures, the arts
will be better funded,
better appreciated and

thrive even more.

ANNOUNCEMENT:

CHEE-HUNG TOH & DENNIS LEE will be conducting piano master classes (Group & individual)
in Kuala Lumpur sometime in January 2010. For those who are interested to attend, please

email the following informations to: info@myof.org.my

Name & Contact number:
Interested in attending: Group Class / Individual Class / As Observer

As for those who have attended their previous master classes in Sept / OCt 2009, you may
contact Chee Hung or Dennis directly to arrange for follow up sessions.


mailto:info@myof.org.my
mailto:info@myof.org.my

THE MALAYSIAN YOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL 2009

First of all, | would like to congratulate all the winners at the Malaysian Youth Music Festival 2009,
which was held on the 29 ™ August 2009at the Sunway Pyramid Convention Centre. The Foundation
appreciates all the support and hard work from all the parents, students and specially the teachers
who subscribe to positive musical activities such as the festival as part of every music education
curriculum for their students. Last but not least, to the members of Fresco Harmonica Ensemble, all
the volunteers, helpers and members from the Kota Kinabalu Music Society who took the time to come
and help out at the festival, a big thank you to you all for being part of the festival, for we could not

have done it without you all.

I would also like to apologize to all participants with regards to the sound problems we had at all the

competition rooms, for | did not anticipate such poor sound proobng, not so much from the roomOs
partition, as | was inform by a parent that, majority of the sound leak were coming for the air
condition vent shared by the dilerent rooms, which was also amplibPed from itOs tunnel. You can all be

assured that 20100s festival will be held at a better place with no such disturbances.

This year, we were honored to have YABhg Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah Hj. Mohd Ali, MYOFOs patron at our
festival for the entire afternoon, and also MYOFOs honorary advisor, YABhg Toh Puan Dato® Sri Aishah
Ong at the Festival Finale Concert. Many enjoyed the festival, and some even went home inspired after

watching the young MPYO members took the centre stage at the Finale Concert.

| appreciate the suggestions given by many parents and teachers so that we may improve in the
festival organization and the competition structures. The FoundationOs objectives are to promote
positive musical activities and provide opportunities for music students to perform, without being bias

or showing any favoritism towards any style or method of teachings from all the teachers or music
schools. We believe in working together with all the teachers and music schools towards one goal: to
increase the standards of musical performance amongst students and promote awareness of such
activities, thus we are constantly looking for dilerent and new event partners or volunteers to help
organize our festival to promote healthy collaboration amongst organizations. Any music teachers or
schools who are interested to work together with us to organize our yearly festival is encourage to

write in or contact us via email or telephone.

For the 2010 festival, we will open the registration at an earlier date around April and close by mid to
late June 2010. We will also re-introduce a pass category of solo performance of one-piece category
apart from the current two to three pieces performance for the benebt of those who would like to
perform only one piece. Apart from this, there will also be a new category of OCombo-band
performance CategoryO open to young amateurs musicians and those interested to play modern, jazz
and pop pieces in a small group. Updates and details will be available by early 2010. So, get ready for

some exciting and refreshing performances to make our festival a truly enjoyable one.



Encore Music Education in association with Accent Publishing presents %, / 7 7 i %
AUSTRALASIAN MUSIC TEACHERSO
A MUSIC TEACHERSO Symposium Program
LuSymposium

Session 1: Learn Through Moving: brain development & movement
28-29 DEC | Nexus Resort & Spa
Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia

Early childhood experiences play a major role in establishing key organizational pattems in the brain.
“This session will explore foundation movement activities that are essential for early childhood brain
development as well as music learning.

Session 2: Communication and Empathy: developing a professional edge

Jane Gibson is highly skilled in the  Peld of communication and the pastoral care of students. Her session
willfocus on ways in which teachers can improve their communication with students and parents and how

to achieve con Rict resolution. This session will also look at ways of managing stress, networking effectively
and developing positive professional relationships.

Following on from the highly successful 2008 Symposium in Brisbane,

Australia, the 2009 event in Kota Kinabalu promises to be a launching
pad that will energise and reinvigorate teachers for the coming year.

Session 3: Teaching the Very Young: connecting with 2 to 3 year olds
Morna Robinson has been working with young children virtually all her life. She continues to develop new

Your family can enjoy the resort and spa facilities at Nexus, while you enjoy learning and
networking with music teachers from throughout the Asia Pacific region. Join other professionals
in exploring new ideas and investigating contemporary issues facing the modern music teacher.

ways of giving young children meaningful music experiences. Morna will share her latest experiences and
demonstrate in a practical way how to teach and relate to young children.

Session 4: Piano Technique: myths, fallacies, truths and pitfalls

Mark Gibson has been a music examiner for a number of years. He will share with us the most common technical
errors that materialise in the examination room and explain why they ocour. Mark will also demonstrate the best
ways to set students up technically with reference to elementary as well as advanced skill development.

Session 1: Kinder Beat: going beyond the Teacher Guide

Presenters Include

Encore Music EducationOs Kinder Beat program is now a huge success in several countries. Although the
accompanying Teacher Guides are very comprehensive, Mark Gibson and Morna Robinson will demonstrate
arange of extension activities that add new dimensions to the program.

Packages for the
B (2 Adults + 2 Children under 12)

Session 2: The Art of Teaching: theory and practice
(Twin Share) Whilst there are individuals who appear to be Onatural teachersO, there are a number of qualities and skils that
are common to all successful teachers. This session will outiine those qualities and explore key education theories
« SINGLE PACKAGE with and principles that are essential f one is to be an effective and progressive teacher in the 21st century.

RM 215 (AUS77) per night

(Triple Share)

" 55 (AUs20 " Session 3: Group Teaching D size does mater!
« EXTRABEDvithout Breakfast ) per ni

¢ ) per nig Experienced teachers make it all look so easy, but successful group teaching involves a myriad of skills and
teaching strategies. Mark Gibson and Morna Robinson will explain and demonstrate the core skills that are

required to effectively teach students in groups.

For further information on the resort visit www.nexusresort.com
These special room rates are only available for teachers who

book and pay by 10th November. After ths date, teachers wil X
need to negotiate directly with Nexus. Session 4: The Business of Teaching © marketing, promotion and good business practices

Teaching music is a business and it is important for teachers to implement best business practices. This session
will be a forum where panel members will give a short presentation on a key marketing or business area.
Teachers will then have the opportunity to ask questions. The panel will include: Lai Mei Kuen, Audrey Chin,

Mark Gibson and Morna Robinson.
Music Educa m(mJ .@

Fublishing

Participants are responsible for their own travel arrangements;
however, airport transfers can be arranged.

Visit www.encoremusiceducation.com.au to download:

« Symposium Flyer & Registration Form

« Program of Events !
Music Education

For up to date Symposium News visit:

@w,m www.encoremusiceducation.com.au

n Dollars (AUS) subject to daily e
A rices uoted e scras o e e of pucaton (28/09/2005)

ADVERTISEMENT:
YEAR END HOLIDAY PROMOTION & PROGRAMME

One of the hardest things a voice teacher has to do is to help a singer lose their bad habits, and we all know
how well ingrained a bad habit can be. With the introduction of group singing programme in HAPPY VOICES,
your kids will be able to skip the bad habits stage and go right into being good singers. What could be better?
Without being so childish as to bore the kids, our programmes are aimed at teaching younger singers in
techniques that work with the sweeter, tender voices of youthful singers so that they will learn how to use their
singing voices the right way. Learning in a group is fun for the young. Group singing involves team work which
will help build self worth and confidence because every singer is as important as the other.

1. GROUP SINGING PROGRAMME : INTRODUCTION TO GROUP SINGING

For 13 - 18 years old For 6 - 12 years old

Dates: 24th & 26th November; 1st, 3rd, 8th,
10th, 15th & 17th December 2009
(Tuesday and Thursday weekly for 4 weeks)

Dates: 24th & 26th November; 1st, 3rd, 8th, 10th,
15th & 17th December 2009
(Tuesday and Thursday weekly for 4 weeks)

Time: 2:00pm
(Classes ranging from 1 hour to 1 & half hour
depending on size of class)

Time: 3:30pm
(Classes ranging from 1 hour to 1 & half hour
depending on size of class)

Minimum number required for a class: 6 students
Maximum number of students per group: 10 students

FEES: RM320 per student for all 8 sessions




For 13 - 18 years old For 6 - 12 years old

Programme outline:

1. Introduction: We are vocal athletes

2. The techniques of Singing covers, posture, breathing, tone, warming up & warm up exercises,
diction, dynamics, staccato & legato, rhythm & Tempo

3. Voice Care

4. Developing choral skills: Singing in rounds & harmony

5. Singing and Moving: performing with movements, actions or choreography

2. MUSIC & MOVEMENT PROGRAMME : THE LITTLE SINGERS (Age 4-6)

Explore the wonders of the human voice with the fun, magical activities. Whether it's whooshing or shushing,
hooting or booing, the human voice is capable of creating all kinds of sounds. Music has been proven to help
improve the right brain development in early stages of life and active listening and participating in any kind of
musical activities will boost intelligence during the most vital years of brain development in young children.
This programme allows pre-school children to discover these sounds through ideas, poems, stories, and songs
that invite vocal participation from students. The first step to any musical exposure or education is by listening,
movement to music and singing. Not only are these activities fun, they also make excellent vocal warm-ups! This
is the first step in creating smarter, more confident, expressive and inquisitive children!

For 4 to 6 years old only

Dates: 24th & 26th November; 1st, 3rd, 8th, 10th, 15th & 17th December 2009
(Tuesday and Thursday weekly for 4 weeks)

Time: 12:15 pm to 1:00 pm (45 minutes each session)

Size of class: Minimum 4, Maximum 6 students.

FEES: RM240 for all 8 sessions (For School Holidays Programme Only)

Programme Outline:

1. Music Appreciation

2. Music & Movement: Feel the rhythm & Beat through movements, actions and the use of props
or percussion instruments

3. Discovering your voice and the sounds you can make.

4. Singing and Moving: performing with movements and actions.

3.! YEAR END HOLIDAY PROMOTION PROGRAMME FOR AGES 06YRS - TEENS:

20th November 2009 - 31st January 2010
Karaoke singing lessons to keep you entertained through the long break But if you're still in the midst
of exams, what better way to release your stress and refresh your mind for your next paper ?

For the Holiday Promotion, have a set of 8 lessons for only RM450.00
Normal price is RM250.00 per set of 4 lessons .

SAVING of RM50.00 with the Promotion.

Lessons are 1 hour each on a one-to-one basis.

PLEASE CALL "03 77293366 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Note: Terms and conditions applies.

HAPPY VOICES SDN BHD 57C Jalan SS21/60 Damansara Utama (UPTOWN AREA-JUST 2 doors
from PUBLIC BANK) 47400 Petaling Jaya Call Now for FREE Voice Trial



